BROOKS MILL K-287
Chestertown, Maryland
(18th)

Located northwest of Chestertown on the shores of Radcliffe
Creek, Brooks Mill stands on a site occupied by a mill since at
least 1800. The present structure, a four-story gambrel-roofed mill,
reflects the impact of changing technology on the evolution of
industrial and commercial structures and includes several of

additions as well as two different kinds of grain elevators.
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Brooks Mill is located on Route 20 at the western edge of Chestertown. Just to
the northwest of the main buildings runs Radcliffe Creek, attesting to the original
dependence upon water power for milling operations. One railroad spur runs beside
the mill along the banks of the stream.

The mill buildings that stand today reflect the expansion and changes in the
milling operations through the years. The main section is a four-story frame structure
covered by a gambrel roof with its ridge perpendicular to the road. Directly behind
this section is a 2% story gable-roofed extension. Both of these structures are
covered with weatherboarding and rest on a high brick foundation. The gambrel roof
is covered with mossy wooden shingles, the gable roof with black asphalt.

Protruding from the lower slope of the gambrel roof are 2 shed dormers. Gable
and shed dormers light the gable attic. Elsewhere in the building are 6 over 6 sash
windows, irregularly spaced. There are shed additions on both sides of the gambrel-
roofed structure and behind it. The business office is houses in a 1% story green
vinyl-covered structure at the front of the gambrel.

Directly behind the main building mass are grain elevators and cylindrical grain
bins. West of the building is an earlier grain elevation--covered with grey metal
siding--onced used to load train cars. This structure is tall and slender covered
with shed and gable roofs of varying pitches.

Also on the property are small barns and a mansard-roofed house. The paneling from
an 18th or early 19th century structure which once stood here have been installed in
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A mill has stood on this site since the 18th or early 19th century. An old
dwelling, commonly known as ''the miller's house*'" and the dam for the mill race are the
only artifacts which remain to document the existance of the earliest business here.

In 1877 the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas called this small community
Harrisburg and showed a grist mill, a large mill pond, and 4 or 5 residences.

The two kinds of grain elevators still on the property record changing agricultural
-2chnology of recent years, as does the almost organic growth of the mill building
itself. As it stands today, Brooks Mill has sculptural beauty derived from the
functional forms of its buildings and elevators.

* Now demolished; see 7-Description and K-
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View to Northwest

BROOKS MILL (K-287)

Chestertown, Kent County

Photograph: M.L. Fritz, September 1980




